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Functional areas are usually understood according to two following meanings (CEMAT 2017):
• territory that cluster around node (urban center) and concentrate systemic relations

(i.e. metropolitan areas, labor market catchment areas)
• territories delineated according to some defining criteria (one or more),

that determine the cohesion and nature of internal and external interactions

Cross-border Functional Area (CBFA) is a spatially specific territorial complex not defined by the
administrative borders located on two (or more) sides of the state border characterized by:
• functional relationships resulting from common and/or integrating spatial and socio-economic

features,
• system of cooperative relationships of various stakeholders,
• existence of the governance mechanisms, resulting from a common goal and solving common

problems or capitalizing on local potential.

How do we define Cross-border Functional Areas?



A four-level approach for the identification
of Cross-border Functional Areas
(conceptual framework)

How do we identify Cross-border Functional Areas?



1. Cross-border location

Source: Own elaboration. ArcGIS software. © EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.



2. Functional Relationships
Areas designated according to:

functional criteria geographical criteria socio-economic criteria

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of: Czech Statistical Office 2020, Destatis 2020, EEA 2020, Espon Database 2020, Espon 2018, Espon 2019, Espon 2020a, Espon 2020b, Eurostat 2020, Federal State Statistic Service 2020, National
Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus 2020, State Statistics Service of Ukraine 2020, Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic 2020, Statistics Lithuania 2020, Statistics Poland 2020, UNECE 2018.



3. Cross-border Cooperation

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of keep.eu. © EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.



3. Cross-border Cooperation
Security                           Municipal economy Innovativeness Maritime areas and inland waters Environmental protection Green economy

Regional and local development                  Society Transport and mobility Tourism Economy and labour market    Institutional cooperation

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of keep.eu. © EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.



3. Cross-border Cooperation
Institutional cooperation Transport and mobility Tourism Society

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of keep.eu. ©
EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.

Economy and labour market                  Maritime areas Environmental protection



4. Governance
Euroregions European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation Other entities

Source: Own elaboration. © EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.



Preliminary results (1)
Clusters of partnerships (complex) Clusters of partnerships (tourism)

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of keep.eu. © EuroGeographics for the administrative boundaries.



Preliminary results (2)
Potential Cross-border Functional Areas

Source: Own elaboration on the basis of keep.eu.
© EuroGeographics for the administrative
boundaries.
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