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Our questions…
1. Can we do better in promoting the EU through our

programmes/projects?

2. Do we make the best use of our resources at our
disposal?

3. What can we do to make things easier for
beneficiaries and authorities?
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Our answers…
1. Yes, we can do better!

Increasing the visibility for the EU through 
programmes and projects is possible.

2. No, we don't!
Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of 
communication measures is needed.

3. Yes, we can! 
There is potential for simplification and 
streamlining – and reduce audit risks.
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The process
1. June: Brainstorming with all REGIO staff on 

communication post-2020

2. October-November: Brainstorming sessions with…

• Selected communication officers of DGs

• Communication officers of programmes and national 
authorities

• Communication officers of DG REGIO's Geographical Units

• + Mapping of existing rules across the Commission

3. December: 'Reality check' of our proposal at 
INFORM-INIO meeting (EU-28 communication
officers for ERDF, CF and ESF)
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A two-fold proposal from DG REGIO
1. A simplified, but more coherent set of 

communication rules for our programmes (ESIF?)

• Covering specificities of regional programmes

• Focus on operational aspects and structures

2. A single rule book for publicity and information for 
all EU funding instruments

• Covering three common aspects

• Focus on EU visibility, user-friendliness for project
beneficaries and citizens
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Towards a common set of rules (1):
A single 'branding'

• Simple, easy-to-use reference to EU funding

• Obligatory display for EU-funded projects (billboards, 
websites, publications)

• No further reference to funds or instruments

• Clear message for citizens

• Reduction of audit risks for projects/programmes
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Towards a common set of rules (2):
A single EU funding portal

• Easy, central access to EU funding information

• Covering all EU programmes and instruments -
display of open calls

• Search based on: post code, topic, type of beneficiary

• Pre-condition: implementing authorities to submit
structured information on calls (fields: geographical
coverage, topic, type of beneficiaries, link to call)

• Pilot project on urban investment
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Towards a common set of rules (3):
A single project data base

• Easy, central access to information about EU-funded
projects

• Covering all EU programmes and instruments -
display of information of projects

• On-line platform with interface to monitoring systems or
possibility for authorities to enter themselves

• Basic information (beneficiary, project content, budget, 
duration, geo-localisation) for closed projects

• 'Deeper' information for a limited number of projects
only
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Revised rules for cohesion policy (1):
Planning and implementation

• Communication chapter in programmes

• Result-based approach – clear targets (KPI)

• Strategic orientations of planned communication activities 

• Budget, corresponding to the level of ambition set out 
through targets

• Complemented by communication action plans, listing 
concrete actions and implementation steps 

• Replaces communication strategy
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Revised rules for cohesion policy (2):
Planning and implementation

• Communication officers

• Communication networks (INFORM)

• Notion of ‚Flagship projects‘

• Financial instruments
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Revised rules for cohesion policy (3):
Responsibilities

• Beneficiaries

• Managing authorities

• Member States

• Monitoring committees 

• European Commission
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What do we expect?
• Increased clarity in the use of publicity requirements 

and higher visibility for the EU – corporate approach

• Reduction of legal provisions (no more Fund-specific 
provisions or implementing acts) and compact 
presentation of requirements, hence 

• Simplification for both authorities and project 
promoters (better access to funding; use of publicity 
rules)
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Winner of the 2017 Europe in My Region photo competition


